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GENERAL RULES
1.  This Flower Show conforms to standards established by National Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC). The
     Handbook for Flower Shows (HB) as updated with revisions posted on the NGC website, is the
     authority for all issues not covered by the schedule which is the “Law of the Show”. An 
     updated copy of the HB may be downloaded from the NGC website at www.gardenclub.org.  
2.  All classes are open to FGCMD members and invited exhibitors. 
3.  There must be an emphasis on FRESH plant material. No artificial plant material is permitted in any 
      exhibit in any division. 
4.   Rare, Threatened or Endangered plants as determined by the Maryland Department of Natural
      Resources are permitted only if grown by the exhibitor or obtained in a legal manner for Design
      or Education Exhibits, and noted on a 3" x 5" card, placed with the exhibit. See
      http://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Documents/rte_Plant_List.pdf. Invasive Terrestrial Plants
      designated as “Regulated in Mid-Atlantic/US - Maryland by the Maryland Invasive Species
      Council are permitted only as an exhibit in the Education Division. See
      http://mdinvasives.org/species-of-concern/terrestrial-plants/ 
 5.  Each exhibitor is limited to one entry per class, except in the Horticulture Division where exhibitor 
      may make more than one entry per class if each is a different species, variety, cultivar, type or 
      color.
6.   See Horticulture Rules 3 and 4 for required information on obtaining and completing entry cards 
      and the Horitculture Exhibiting Form. Design entry cards will be completed by the Design Entries 
      Chairman, Marjorie Glennan: mgshipleyschoice@yahoo.com  
7.   Entries will be received on Monday, April 27 from 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM, and on Tuesday, April 28 
      from 7:30 AM to 8:15 AM . Exhibits may not be removed before 2:15 PM on April 28, and must  
      be removed by 2:45 PM. 
8.  The Classification Chairmen for each division will check exhibits for conformity to the schedule 
      before judging. All entries must be passed and entry cards initialed by the appropriate 
      Classification Chairman before exhibitor leaves the show area. Final determination for 
      conformance is the judges’ responsibility. 
9.  The General Chairman and Classification Chairmen for each division are available during judging 
      for possible consultations. They, along with the judges and clerks, are the only personnel allowed 
      in the show area during judging.      
10. Judging will begin at 9:00 AM. Decisions of the judges are final. Awards may be withheld if not 
      merited. 
11.  Judges Council will strive to assure the safety of all items after arrival and placement, but is not 
      responsible for any loss or damage to exhibits.
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AWARDS
The NGC Standard System of Awarding is used in all Divisions.  Only one first-place blue ribbon
scoring 90 points or more, only one second-place red ribbon scoring 85 points or more, and only
one third-place yellow ribbon scoring 80 points of more may be awarded per class or subclass.
One or more Honorable Mention white ribbons scoring 75 points or more per class or subclass may
be awarded as merited.

DIVISION I AWARDS: The following NGC Top Exhibitor Awards may be awarded to the highest-
scoring blue ribbon winner of 95 points or more, correectly identified, entered by one individual.
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DIVISION I HORTICULTURE

1. NGC Exhibit Policies for Horticulture (HB Chapter 6 p.55) are:
    a. All exhibits must be fresh.
    b. All exhibits must have been grown by the exhibitor.
    c. Plant material must be in its natural state and may not be altered by the application of oil,  
        commercial “shine” products, etc. that change the natural appearance. No wiring of 
        specimens is permitted. 
    d. Only foliage and/or flowers naturally grown and still attached to the specimen are permitted.
        Unattached foliage is never included with a cut bloom specimen.  
    e. All plant material must have been in the possession of the exhibitor for at least the 
        appropriate number of days: Bulbs - 90 days (except no minimum for forced 
        bulbs/corms/tubers/rhizome); Herbaceous perennials -  90 days; Arboreals (Woody 
        Ornamentals) - 6 months. 
2.     Rules for a single species cut or container-grown specimens are listed in the HB or its 
        supplement Horticulture Exhibiting and Judging.
3.    The exhibitor is to provide a list of their exhibits, preferably in order of the schedule, by 
       Section and Class, on the Horticulture Exhibiting Form, available via email from Horticulture 
       Chair Terry Holman: thereseholman@gmail.com and Vice Chair Trish Reynolds:
        pkr26998@gmail.com. 
4.    All Horticulture Entry cards should be completed in advance, if possible, using
        waterproof, erasable pencil or mailing label, and are available from Terry Holman or Trish   
        Reynolds who are able to mail cards to exhibitors no later than April 14 2026. Refer to HB  
        Chapter 6 for correctly filled out cards.
5.     The exhibitor must identify their entry by its binomial name or currently acceptable 
        designation. In order to receive an NGC Top Exhibitor Award, entries must be so designated. 
6.     An exhibitor may make more than one entry per class if each entry is a different 
       species, variety, cultivar, type or color.

AWARD OF HORTICULTURAL EXCELLENCE: HB p 40, Rosette of green, orange and blue ribbons.
One award offered in the Division.
ARBOREAL AWARD: HB p 40, Rosette of green ribbons. One award offered in Section A.
AWARD OF MERIT: HB p 41, Rosette of orange ribbons. One award offered in Section B.

DIVISION II AWARDS
The NGC Recognition Award BEST IN SHOW: HB p 45, a rosette of blue ribbons, may be offered to
the highest scoring blue-ribbon winner of 90 points or more. One award offered in the Division.
 FGCMD PRESIDENT’S CENTENNIAL AWARD: A rosette of purple ribbons, given by the FGCMD  

       President for an arrangement that best captures the artist’s interpretation of the flower show title.

DIVISION III AWARD:
The NGC EDUCATIONAL TOP EXHIBITOR AWARD: HB p 43, a rosette of brown and white ribbons,
may be awarded to the highest-scoring blue ribbon of 95 points or more. One award offered in the
Division. 

HORTICULTURE RULES

AWARDS cont’d
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HORTICULTURE SECTIONS and CLASSES

Eligible for Award of Horticultural Excellence

SECTION A  Arboreals “Old Favorites” Eligible for Arboreal Award

One cut flowering or fruited branch 30" maximum length; must include several nodes and apical
tip with attached foliage.                                                                           

Class 1:  Cornus  (Dogwood)
Class 2: Forsythia
Class 3; Rhododendron (Including Azalea) 
Class 4: Any other worthy flowering or fruited arboreal branch

HORTICULTURE RULES cont’d
7.    Cut specimens must be displayed in clear, colorless bottles provided by the exhibitor of 
       suitable size and stability. For Arboreal entries, clear, colorless marbles may be used as
        ballast in the bottle/container to help balance top-heavy cuttings. Note that the cut end of 
        the specimen must be visible above the marbles.
8.    Cut specimens must not have foliage below the water line (exception, Gladiolus)
9..   Exhibitor is to provide clear plastic wrap, if desired for wedging in the neck of the bottle to hold
        the specimen in its proper pose. Wedging may be visible but must not detract from exhibit.
        Specimens should be entered pre-posed and wedged as desired.
10    If a plant is considered a flowering plant, if should be exhibited as a flowering specimen. 
        Foliage plants may flower but should be exhibited as a foliage plant if they are grown for their 
        leaves. 
11.   Specimens with a class designation in the schedule may not be entered in an
        “Any Other” class. 
12..  The Horticulture Classification Chairmen or General Chairman are free to sub-divide 
        classes by color,form, size, cultivar, variety or other distinguishing characteristics.
13.   Scales of Points for judging Horticulture are listed in the HB Chapter 14 pp 129 - 130.

SECTION  B Herbaceous Flowers “Time Goes By” 

Class 5: Iris, one flowering scape with at least one flower opened
Class 6: Narcissus (Daffodil), exhibited without foliage
Class 7: Herbaceous Paeonia (Peony), single disbudded stem
Class 8: Tulipa (Tulip), exhibited with two leaves, except dwarf cultivars which require one leaf
Class 9: Any other worthy cut flowering stem or spray

Eligible for Award of Merit

One cut flowering stem or spray with attached foliage unless noted below.

“ In Days of Yore”



6

DIVISION II DESIGN

DESIGN RULES

NGC Policies and Guidelines for Design (HB Chapter 7 pp 79-80) are:
1.  a.  Some plant material must be used in every exhibit. 

       b.  Exhibitors may enter multiple classes but may enter only one exhibit per class.
       c.  An exhibit entered for competition must be the work of one individual whose name is on the
            entry card.
       d.  If the designer is unable to fulfill the assignment, it is the designer’s responsibility to provide 
            a substitute, and notify the Design Entries Chairman.
       e.  If unable to transport or set up a completed design, a substitute may enter the exhibit for the
            designer. This is only permitted for a completed design.
        f.  A single flower is not a design.  Container grown plants are fresh material and permitted, 
            where appropriate, but are never considered floral designs.
       g.  Landscapes, scenes or anything representing an actual item of clothing, person, animal etc, 
            are not acceptable.
       h.   Religious symbols must be displayed respectively.
        I.   All plant material used in the design must be listed on a white, unlined 3" x 5" card placed
             with the exhibit. Botanical and/or common names acceptable.
        j.   When design techniques are required, they must be listed on a white, unlined 3" x 5" card
             placed with the exhibit.
   2.      All entries must be pre-registered by contacting the listed Class Consultant no later than 
             March 28, 2026. Design entry cards will be completed in advance by the Design Entries  
             Chairman and will be distributed at the show.
   3.      Non-biodegradable green phenolic floral foam (floral foam) is banned from this Flower Show. 
            It is suggested that designers use other biodegradable foams, frogs, kenzans, rocks, 
            crumbled chicken wire and other materials that do not cause plastic pollution.
   4.      Plant and non-plant material permitted and not permitted is printed in the HB pp 80-81. No
            artificial  flowers, foliage, fruit or vegetables are allowed.  Fresh plant material may never be
            treated in any manner; dried plant material may be treated.
   5.      Plant material need not be grown by the designer and may be obtained from any legal source.
   6.      The designer has freedom to choose Traditional or Creative Style with any design listed, 
             unless restricted by the schedule. The exhibitor is required to conform to the stated 
             description and limitations of the Design Type, if named in the class. Rules for Design Types, 
             Advanced Designs, are printed in the HB Chapter 7. 
   7.       Designer is on her/his honor that the design being entered has not been previously entered 
             or judged in an NGC Flower Show. 
   8.       Scale of Points for judging Design is printed in the HB Chapter 14 p 130.
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DESIGN CLASSES

Section A. “Passing Time”

Designer’s choice of fresh and/or dried and dried, treated plant material, and other
components within NGC policies. 4 entries per class.

Class 1  “In the Beginning” 

American Traditional Line Mass Design (HB  p 71),  consisting of a linear pattern, with additional
plant material which enhances and strengthens the line. Staged on an 8' table draped to the floor
in white, in a space 21" w x 30" d. Designer required to provide underly and a 36" h staging panel
and supports.
Consultant Ann Christ seiki@comcast.net

Class 2 “Moving On” 

Creative Multi-Rhythmic Design (HB  p 75) A Creative Design with an emphasis on two or more
rhythms in the design, with one rhythm dominating. Staged on an  8' table draped to the floor in
white, in a space 21" w x  30" d. Designer required to provide underlay and a 36" h staging panel
and supports.
Consultant Ann Christ seiki@comcast.net

Class 3 “In the Moment”  

A Creative Mass Design (HB p 74) emphasizing a greater proportion of plant material and
components other than space, with a visually closed silouette. Staged on an 8' table draped to the
floor in white, in a space 21" w x 30" d.  Designer required to provide underlay and a 36" h staging
panel and supports.
Consultant Bob Howatt rjhowatt@aol.com

Spatial Thrust Design (HB  p 75) A Creative Design consisting of two parallel placements of
similar components, with emphasis on the thrusting line and space between them. Free-
standing, to be viewed from all sides, staged on a 30" diameter, 42" tall high-top table. If
desired, designer may provide an optional underlay.
Consultant: Bob Howatt rjhowatt@aol.com

Class 4 “To the Future” 

“Through the Years”

Eligible for Best in Show Award
Elibible for FGCMD President’s Centennial Award
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DIVISION III EDUCATION

EDUCATION RULES

EDUCATIONAL EXHIBITS

Eligible for Educational Top Exhibitor Award

Exhibit 1  Collage “Time Goes By” 

Exhibit 2: Plaque “The Future Is Now” 

An exhibit incorporating Creative Design Collage techniques reflecting the history of
Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland, Inc. A collage is a low-relief design created on a
background panel with components bonded with glue or paste, or otherwise attached to the
panel.

An exhibit incorporating Traditional or Creative Design Plaque techniques to reflect the
future of Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland, Inc. A plaque is a design using plant material
and other components attached or bonded to a background panel.

1.  Education exhibits may be the work of more than one individual or organization unless a 
     Student Judge or an Accredited Judge is seeking exhibiting credit for preparing an
     Education Exhibit. Names of exhibitors may appear in the schedule ONLY if the exhibits
     are not being judged.
2.   An exhibit must occupy eighteen (18) square feet of service area.
3.   Handbook does not require fresh plant material, but it is encouraged.
4.   The exhibits will be displayed on 30" x 8' tables covered with a white tablecloth. All other
      staging information (including background information) provided by the Chair. 
5.   Advanced registration with the Education Entries Chairman is required by March 28, 2026.

“Then and Now”


